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It was great to see a good turnout at our NCEA hui last night and I thank our presenters 
from the Ministry of Education for sharing their expertise and resources.

Year 10 Camps start on Monday and my thanks go to staff for all the planning and 
preparation. Best wishes to Taikura and Atawhai Year 10 students, staff and senior 
students who will be looking after them at Waharau next week. 

On Friday next week our Kapa Haka, Samoan and Indian groups will be performing at Polyfest. This is 
the culmination of many hours of practice for students, their tutors and staff. The Samoan and Indian 
groups are holding a Fia Fia Night on Tuesday 15 March at 6pm in the hall, and Kapa Haka will perform 
again on Wednesday 23 March.

In June this year, elections for schools’ Boards of Trustees will be held. The following is from the 
NZ School Trustees Association website: “The board of trustees is the Crown entity responsible for 
the governance of the school. The board is the employer of all staff in the school and is responsible 
for setting the school's strategic direction in consultation with parents, staff and students, and for 
ensuring that its school provides a safe environment and quality education for all its students. Boards 
are also responsible for overseeing the management of personnel, curriculum, property, finance 
and administration.” If you think you might be interested in becoming a trustee, we are holding an 
information session on Thursday 31 March at 6.30pm prior to the Board meeting which starts at 7pm. 
You are welcome to attend the board meeting as an observer.

Sue Blakely, Principal

Hi there, Member of the public here. Just wanted to tell you, 
I was meeting my partner for a quick lunch break today and 
had gone to Wendy's which had quite the number of your 
students there. I just wanted to say how amazingly well-
mannered and respectful they were to both staff and public. 
They weren't loud or crazy and even cleaned up their mess. 
Just wanted to complement the School, students and parents 
for an awesome job in our next generation. Keep it up!

On Thursday, while staff took part in the second Restorative 
Practices training afternoon, some of our students took 
advantage of the afternoon off and headed into Papakura. A 
member of the public had the the following to say about our 
students’ behaviour:

YEAR 11s FACE 
ASSESSMENTS

Students are half way through the term 
and there are assessments to be completed 
by the end of it.

Is your child facing any of these?

24 MARCH 11 FOOD & NUTRITION
 Nutrition Plan
 11 HEALTH
 Health Assessment

1 APRIL 11 ART
 Assessment of Practical Work

5 APRIL 11 MAORI
 Waihanga Tuhinga I Te Reo O 

Tona Ao

8 APRIL 11 PHYSICAL EDUCATION
 Interpersonal Skills 

Assessment
 11 PHYSICAL EDUCATION
 Reflection Entries
 11 ENGLISH / ENA
 Connections Report 
 Or Research Report

13 APRIL 11 SCIENCE / SCA
 Practical Investigation
 11 ACCOUNTING
 Application Test Starts

15 APRIL 11 SOCIAL STUDIES
 Describe a Social Issue
 11 HISTORY
 Investigation of an Historical 

Event

It is great to see Manaakitanga being demonstrated by our students out in the community as well as 
at school.

Fia Fia Night
Rosehill College's Fia Fia Night 
-Samoan and Indian Group will be 
showcasing their performance for 
next week's Polyfest. Tue 15th March 
in the school hall 6pm-8pm. Entry by 
gold coin donation. Food will be sold 
on the night to fundraise for festival. 
Please come and support our school's 
cultural groups!

Polyfest performance times: Fri 19th 
March-Samoan Group 9:45am (Samoan 
Stage) and Indian Group 3:30pm 
(Diversity Stage)

Dates to Remember
Monday 14 March 

Taikura Year 10 Camp

Wednesday 16 March 
Atawhai Year 10 Camp

Tuesday 22 March 
Rangatahi Year 10 Camp

Friday 25 to Tuesday 29 March 
Easter Break

Wednesday 30 March 
Manutaki Year 10 Camp

Together we provide an 
environment for 

personal excellence

http://www.trustee-election.co.nz/becoming-a-trustee


e-Learning - Learning Together

When we consider e-Learning it is sometimes difficult to understand: 
"How can teachers teach?" Often parents have grown up with the 
the traditional role of the teacher as someone who makes students 
pay attention and it is difficult to understand how they can manage 
that job when today's students have so many distractions at their 
fingertips. 

Many core-classes at Year 9 and Year 10 will have processes in place for 
making sure that everyone in the room is learning and not distracted 
- being respectful, being responsible and caring about our learning 
together. The right to use digital technologies for learning is matched 
by the responsibility for managing distractions and learning how to 
focus. Many classes have had to think and re-think what it means to 
create an environment for learning together.

Learning in a cooperative and blended environment often means your 
child has more opportunity to have one-to-one learning time with a 
teacher. It can also mean that students will be relying on each other to 
work collaboratively in shared documents and slide-shows to create 
expressions of their knowledge for others. There is a lot going on in 
a blended learning classroom. Learning does not operate with just 
one activity for the whole class at the same time, so being able to 
share responsibility for our learning together means that everyone 
can progress.

We encourage parents to discuss with their child the type of strategies 
they use to maintain their own focus in classes and what rules they've 
agreed upon to help ensure everyone is focused and learning together 
in their classes. Whatever the technology, learning is the vital element 

Student Achievement Meetings
The first Student Achievement Meeting will be held in Term 1, Week 11 
on Wednesday 13th April for Year 11/12 students from 1.25pm to 6pm. 

The first meeting is primarily around setting the scene for the year, 
clarifying NCEA entries, discussing and setting goals for specific 
subjects, Numeracy, Literacy, UE Lit, UE, Course endorsement, 
Certificate endorsement. Also to identify issues that have arisen or 
potential barriers/obstacles and linking with Subject Selection in Term 
3 and potential pathways.

Heads of House will be available in close proximity to the Tutor 
Teachers, other staff will be available in the Library, such as Careers, 
Learning Support and the Senior Leadership Team.

The second meeting in Term 3 will focus around progress on plans 
made in the Term 1 meeting, and relationship to Subject Selection and 
pathways for 2017. 

Bookings should be made to meet with tutor teachers online via www.
schoolinterviews.co.nz using Event Code CGJVV

University of 
Otago Overview

Monday 14th March 

M1 Lunchtime

If you are considering Otago in 2017 you should attend the 
overview.

Year 11 Geography Trip
Sometimes the best laid plans can go wrong.  After a postponement 
due to the swell conditions, the Year 11 Geography trip to Goat Island 
left Rosehill College full of expectations of a great day on a glass 
bottom boat.  Unfortunately we were rung half way there to say the 
glass bottom boat had been cancelled....again.  With a bit of in transit 
scrambling we decided to go to Sheep World instead and students had 
a fantastic time patting cute farm animals and shearing sheep.  We got 
to Goat Island and students ran around doing an Amazing Race so they 
got to see what they are studying and found out a bit more about the 
marine reserve.  In the end it was a very enjoyable day.

NZ Association for Gifted 
Children talks and activities

Free talks and activities for all the family followed by the NZAGC 
2016 AGM on Saturday 12 March.

Booking: https://nzagcagm2016.eventbrite.com/

Location: Level 2, ND block, North Campus, Manukau Institute of 
Technology, Otara Road, Otara, Auckland.

Details:
9.30am to 10am – Morning Tea

Adults Session
10am to 10.45am – Dr Kate Niederer – What is happening at 
schools?

10.45am to 11.30am – Mel Wong and ‘Aulola Lino – Communication 
is a correlation to suicide – what does this mean for gifted youth?

11.30am to 12noon – AGM

Youth/Children Session
10am to 12noon – Future in Tech – Maths, Science, Technology

Under 6s Session
10am to 12noon – Sue Breen – Fun session with Preschoolers

12noon to 12.30pm – Mix and mingle

Any Enquiries, please contact membership@giftedchildren.org.nz

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-new-zealand-association-for-gifted-children-agm-2016-tickets-19124618248


Holiday Sport @ Massey
27-29 April 2016, Albany Campus

Holiday Sport @ Massey is a 3 day Holiday Programme showcasing the 
different Sports qualifications on offer. The purpose of the programme 
is to make those students who have a passion for sport and want to 
work within the sport sector aware of the different study options and 
subsequent career pathways available to them. Each student will 
participate in both academic and practical workshops to get an overall 
experience of what is involved in the industry. 

Students who are wanting to be part of the holiday programme must be 
available for ALL 3 DAYS. Places are strictly limited to 60 Senior Students 
(Years 11-13) to ensure a hands-on and rewarding experience, and the 
cost for this programme is $30.

If you  are considering Sport at university as an option, and would benefit 
from this programme then apply here: https://masseyuni.wufoo.eu/
forms/holiday-sport-massey/                                                                                                          

Applications close on Wednesday 6th April, and students will be notified 
on the outcome of their application early the following week.

Any questions on this email a.m.bartley@massey.ac.nz 

The International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) 
2016 for Science is taking place in Term two on 31st May. A letter 
informing the parents of the details of this competition has been given 
to the Advanced Science students in Years 9-11, as they are expected 
to enter. We extend the invitation to any Year 9-11 student who wishes 
to enter this competition. 

The ICAS is an independent, skills-based assessment program that 
helps schools, parents and students to:

• Track the progress of student learning through each year level
• Provide an independent understanding of student strengths 

and weaknesses
• Identify potentially gifted students and those who may need 

extra help
• Recognise and reward achievement

Sample questions are provided to the students by their teachers in 
order to practise. The exact time and rooming of the Competition is to 
be advised early in Term two.

The deadline to enter for the ICAS Science Competition is by the end of 
Term 1, 15th April. The entry fee is $8.50.

For any enquiry, please contact Mrs Jawad for any further information 
by email: n.jawad@rosehillcollege.school.nz



Softball Boys
Congratulations to our Senior Boys Softball team 
who competed in the division 2 competition out 
at Rosedale Park in Albany this week. The boys had 
some really strong games against Kelston, Sancta 
Maria and Rutherford whom they played in the final, 
only missing out on 1st place in the last minutes of 
the game. This had the team placed 2nd for the 
overall competition! This is such an awesome achievement and they 
were a wonderful team to watch, as each player gelled perfectly in the 
team environment. A big thank you goes out to their coach Aaron for 
the work he put in with the boys, we couldn’t offer these opportunities 
without dedicated coaches like this. We are now all looking forward to 
the boys next competition which will be the division 2 New Zealand 
Secondary Schools Championships in April!

Volleyball Girls
Congratulations and good luck to the Volleyball Girls who have been 
competing in the Auckland Senior Volleyball Championships since 
Thursday this week. We wish the girls all the best and will post an 
update on their progress next week!

Rowing
An 11 strong team of Rosehill rowers descended on Lake Karapiro last 
weekend to compete at the Mighty River Power Junior Regatta. This is 
the last regatta before the upcoming North Island Secondary Schools 
Regatta at the same venue, so was an excellent chance for the crews 
to have preparation on the international rowing course. All rowers are 
continuing to improve with each outing to peak at the right time. There 
were some promising performances from many crews including Ryan 
Klatt and Joel Mansell (novice double), Madison Murray (U16 single), 
Charlotte Bray and Syan Purcell (U18 double), Summer Henry, Alyssa 
Honan, Kenna Richmond, Bianca Parsons and Jordana Bliggenstorfer 
(U15 quad), and Madison Murray & Syan Purcell (U16 double).

The rowers will continue their gruelling training schedule over the next 
2 weeks before heading back to Cambridge to take on the best school 
rowers in the North Island.

Tuesday Fitness 
Tuesday morning fitness classes have started with a 
bang! One of our coaches, Irene, has been running 
some boxing classes with any students that have 
been proactive about improving their fitness before 
all of the winter sports seasons begin. We had an 
awesome turn out this Tuesday with 18 students 
getting to school for 8.15am and leaving out of breath 

at 9.15am. If there are any other students that wish to participate 
they are welcome to join us next Tuesday for some CrossFit training. 
Students will be flipping huge tyres and pulling huge ropes so it should 
be a good session.

Turbo Touch 
Turbo Touch is back this term with a junior and a senior competition. 
Students have been signing full teams of 8-10 players up in the Sports 
Office all week yet we are still looking for 3 more senior teams. The 
Sports Council will be coming around tutor groups at the beginning of 
next week to fill in these teams. 

The competition will be run for 5 weeks at lunchtime on Thursdays 
kicking off from the 17th March (Next Week!). There will be spot prizes 
throughout and a special lunch on the Sports Office for the two winning 
teams from each age group. 

Athletics
Congratulations to Brookelyn Varney, one of our top athletes at Rosehill 
College, who won a gold medal in the Women's Under 20 4 x 400m relay 
at the NZ Track & Field Championships in Dunedin. What an awesome 
achievement this is Brookelyn!



Southern Corridor Improvements
We have been advised by NZTA that, as part of the Southern Corridor Improvements Project, lane changes and a reduced 
speed limit of 80km/h will be in place between Alfriston Road and Takanini Interchange from Monday morning, 14 March.

This work marks the start of lane changes and reduced speeds for motorists travelling through the project area. 

 
 
7 March 2016 
 
LANE CHANGES AT SH1 TAKANINI 
 

Full overnight motorway closures 
SH1 southbound from Manukau Interchange to Takanini Interchange 

Sunday 13 to Thursday 17 March  
 

Narrowed lanes and 80kph speed limit 
SH1 between Alfriston Road and Takanini Interchange 
From Monday 14 March for approximately 12 months 

 
Further areas of narrowed lanes planned 

Between Alfriston Road and Papakura Interchange 
During March and April 

 
Project summary 
 
The Southern Corridor Improvements project extends 9.5km from Manukau to Papakura 
along State Highway 1 and will improve safety and journey reliability on Auckland’s 
Southern Motorway by providing an additional lane in each direction and an upgrade of 
the Takanini Interchange.   
 
Full southbound motorway closures 
 
SH1 Manukau to Takanini: Sunday 13 to Thursday 17 March from 10pm to 5am 
SH20 connection to SH1 will also be closed at Lambie Drive. 
 
This closure is to allow the team to mark new, slightly narrowed lanes from Alfriston 
Road to Takanini Interchange and install a new centre median barrier to provide a safe 
working space to undertake project works.  
 
Detour via Great South Road (map attached). 
 
Additional overnight closures will be required as further lane changes are carried out. 
 
Drivers are advised to follow the signposted detour during night closures.  During the 
day, we ask that motorists slow down and drive with care through the work areas. 
 
Narrow lanes and temporary 80kph zone 
 
From Monday 14 March for approximately 12 months: 

 Lanes reduced from 3.5m to 3.25m 
 Speed limit reduced to 80kph 
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SOUTHBOUND
MOTORWAY CLOSURE
MANUKAU TO TAKANINI

– Motorway closed at Manukau 
southbound o�ramp (Redoubt Road) 
/ SH20 connection (at Lambie Drive).

– Detour is via Great South Road to 
reconnect at Takanini Interchange 
– as shown in blue.


